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US attack submarine in Subic
Tuesday, 26 June 2012

AMID growing tensions caused by the current territorial row between the Philippines and China over Panatag
(Scarborough) Shoal, the nuclear-powered USS Louisville of the United States Navy arrived on Monday in Subic Bay
for a routine port call.
Officials said the visit &ldquo;highlights the strong historic, community and military connections&rdquo; between
Washington and Manila.
In a statement, the US Embassy in Manila said that the nuclear-powered, fast attack submarine of the Los Angeles
class design arrived in Subic Bay &ldquo;to replenish its supplies, as well as give the crew an opportunity for rest and
relaxation.&rdquo;
The Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Louisville (SSN 724) underway off the coast of southern California. U.S.
Navy photo by Photographer's Mate 3rd Class Shannon E. Renfroe (http://www.navy.mil)
USS Louisville is the fourth US Navy ship to bear the name in honor of the city of Louisville, Kentucky. The USS
Louisville was commissioned on November 8, 1986 at the Naval Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut.
Subic Bay lies in Zambales province which is 124 nautical miles away from the disputed shoal.
The routine port call came also amid reports that a Chinese vessel rammed a local fishing boat that caused the death of
at least one fisherman. Manila and Beijing are engaged in a months-long standoff that started on April 10 when a
Chinese vessel prevented Philippine officials from seizing eight Chinese fishing boats caught illegally poaching in the
disputed shoal.
The Philippines and the United States are long-standing allies as evident in the 1957 Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT) that
directs both governments to come in aid of each other in cases of external aggressions.
The US, in separate occasions, has made clear their &ldquo;strategic interest&rdquo; to ensure peace and stability in
the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea), where about $1 trillion worth of global trade passes by.
China, however, frowned upon what it sees as an &ldquo;intrusion&rdquo; over regional disputes, and maintained that it
will only negotiate with the Philippines through bilateral means.
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